Vermont Council of
Developmental and Mental Health Services

Legislative Update for January 11, 2011

Legislature off to an Exhilarating Start
The new biennium is off to a fast-paced start with lots of excitement and anticipation in the air.  Committees are beginning to orient new members and bills are being drafted.  In his inaugural address Governor Shumlin laid out his highest priorities.  Universal health care through a single payer system is on the list, but developmental, mental health and addiction services are not.  The FY’12 budget address, which lays out the priorities and funding requests in more detail, will be presented on January 25th.  
On Monday, Finance and Management Commissioner Jim Reardon presented the Administration’s proposal for the FY’11 budget adjustment to the House Appropriations Committee.  The total GF request is for approximately $6 million. No request is included for developmental services (DS) caseload.  There are upward adjustments for DCF caseload and downward adjustments for DVHA caseload.  House Appropriations Committee Chair Martha Heath is aware of the DS caseload issue and is addressing it with the Administration.
Testimony will be given by Julie Martin this Thursday to the House Appropriations Committee on the need for additional funding in FY’11 for developmental services caseload.
Mental Health Advocacy Day

The Council is working with other advocacy groups to organize a mental health advocacy day at the State House for February 2nd.  There is a concerted effort to be inclusive of developmental disabilities and substance abuse issues and constituencies in the event.  Potential activities include a breakfast, committee testimony, a press conference and meetings with legislators.  The planning group is in the process of identifying common themes to publicize during the day including: the state budget, the VSH/Futures Plan, health care reform and support for community-based services and the workforce.  The goal is to have hundreds of consumers, families, advocates and providers participate in the event. More details will be sent out soon.

The Council Welcomes the Shumlin Administration

The Council has been very active during the transition from the Douglas to the Shumlin Administration.  We have met with Governor-elect Shumlin, incoming Agency of Human Services Secretary Doug Racine and incoming Mental Health Commissioner Christine Oliver.  These initial discussions have been very positive.  The new Commissioner and Secretary have expressed a strong interest in visiting designated and specialized agencies to learn about our work.  We also discussed our interest in working with them in partnership to address the outstanding budget pressures.

Susan Wehry, MD will serve as the Commissioner of the Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living and Camille George as the Deputy Commissioner for the Department.

At this time we have not received any information on who will be serving as the Deputy of the Department of Mental Health or as the Deputy Commissioner for Substance Abuse Services (ADAP).  Beth Tanzman will be transitioning to the Department of Vermont Health Access where she will be working as the assistant director of the Blueprint for Health.  

The Commissioner of Corrections, Andy Pallito and Commissioner of the Department of Vermont Health Access, Susan Besio will be retained.  Dave Yacavone will be the new Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families.

On January 12th the Council will meet with the new commissioners of DMH and DAIL and AHS Secretary Doug Racine.  Afterwards we will give a farewell lunch to Michael Hartman and Beth Tanzman to thank them for the leadership and support for community mental health.

Leadership Posts and Committee Assignments
Here are the Legislative positions that are most important to the Vermont Council and our system of care.  Please note where your local legislators have been assigned.
 

  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Heath of Westford, Chair 
HC, CCS, NFI

Johnson of South Hero, Vice Chair 
NCSS
Helm of Fair Haven, Ranking Member 
RMH
Acinapura of Brandon, Clerk 

RMH
Keenan of St. Albans City 
NCSS
Manwaring of Wilmington 
HCRS, FF
Miller of Shaftsbury 
UCS
O'Brien of Richmond Pearce of Richford 
HC, CCS, NFI
Toll of Danville Winters of Williamstown WCMHS 

  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CORRECTIONS AND INSTITUTIONS 
Emmons of Springfield, Chair 
HCRS, LSI
Myers of Essex, Vice Chair 
HC, CCS, NFI
Lenes of Shelburne, Ranking Member 
HC, NFI, CCS
Browning of Arlington 
UCS
Davis of Washington 
WCMHS
Hooper of Montpelier 
WCMHS
Larocque of Barnet 
NKHS
Lorber of Burlington 
HC, CCS, NFI
Macaig of Williston 
HC,CCS,NFI
Shaw of Pittsford South of St. Johnsbury
NKHS
 

  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE 
Larson of Burlington, Chair
HC, CCS, NFI 
Fisher of Lincoln, Vice Chair 
CSAC
Poirier of Barre City, Ranking Member 
WCMHS
Copeland-Hanzas of Bradford 
RMH
Dakin of Chester Eckhardt of Chittenden 
HC, CCS, NFI
Morrissey of Bennington 
UCS
Pearson of Burlington 
HC, CCS, NFI
Spengler of Colchester 
HC, CCS, NFI
Strong of Albany 
NKHS
Till of Jericho 

HC, CCS, NFI
  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES 
Pugh of South Burlington, Chair 
HC, CCS, NFI
Haas of Rochester, Vice Chair 
CMC, UVS,
Donahue of Northfield, Ranking Member 
WCMHS
Batchelor of Derby 
NKHS
Burditt of West Rutland 
RMH
Frank of Underhill 
HC, CCS, NFI
French of Randolph 
CMC, UVS
McFaun of Barre Town 
WCMHS
Mrowicki of Putney 
HCRS, FF
 

  SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Senator M. Jane Kitchel, Chair 
NKHS
Senator Richard Sears, Vice Chair 
UCS
Senator Diane Snelling, Clerk 
HC, CCS, NFI 
Senator Vincent Illuzzi 
NKHS
Senator Hinda Miller 

HC, CCS, NFI
Senator Alice Nitka 

HCRS, FF
Senator Robert Starr  

NKHS
  SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE 
Senator Claire Ayer, Chair 
CSAC
Senator Kevin Mullin, Vice Chair 
RMH
Senator Anthony Pollina, Clerk 
WCMHS
Senator Sally Fox 

HC, CCS, NFI
Senator Hinda Miller 

HC, CCS, NFI
  SENATE COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONS 
Senator Robert Hartwell, Chair 
UCS

Senator Richard Mazza, Vice Chair 
HC, CCS, NFI

Senator Joseph Benning, Clerk 

Senator William Carris 
RMH
Senator Harold Giard 

CSAC
  SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
Senator Richard Sears, Chair 

UCS
Senator Alice Nitka, Vice Chair
 HCRS, FF
Senator Diane Snelling, Clerk 
HC, CCS, NFI
Senator Ann Cummings

WCMHS
Senator Jeanette White 

HCRS, FF
This Week’s Schedule

House Committee on Appropriations
Monday, January 10, 2011
1:00 PM                       Governor's Proposed FY2011 Budget Adjustment 
                                    Overview
James Reardon, Commissioner, Department of Finance & Management

Otto Trautz, Department of Finance & Management

Jim Giffin, Chief Fiscal Officier, Agency of Human Services

Matt Riven, Director of Budget and Management, Department of Finance & Management
Tuesday, January 11, 2011
2:30 PM                       Governor's Proposed FY2011 Budget Adjustment 
Stephen Wisloski, Deputy State Treasurer

John Booth, Director of Treasury Operations, Vermont Treasurer's Office

Doug Racine, Secretary, Agency of Human Services (3:30 PM)

Jim Giffin, Agency of Human Services (3:30 PM)

Christine Oliver, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health (4:15 PM)

Wednesday, January 12, 2011
8:45 AM                      Governor's Proposed FY2011 Budget Adjustment 
Andy Pallito, Commissioner, Department of Corrections

 

1:15 PM                       Governor's Proposed FY2011 Budget Adjustment 
James Baker, Interim Commissioner, Criminal Justice Training Council

Harry Chen, Commissioner, Vermont Department of Health (1:45 PM)

Barbara Cimaglio, Deputy Commissioner, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program, Dept. of Health (1:45 PM)

Susan Besio, Director, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA) (2:45 PM)

Susan Wehry, Commissioner, Department of Aging & Independent Living (3:30 PM)

4:15 PM                       Committee Discussion 
 

Thursday, January 13, 2011
 

1:15 PM                       Governor's Proposed FY2011 Budget Adjustment 
                                    Public Hearing in Room 11 of the State House
Please sign-up prior to testifying at 828-5767 for 2-3 minutes
 

Friday, January 14, 2011
8:45 AM                      TBA 
 

2:15 PM                       TBA 
 

House Committee on Corrections and Institutions
Thursday, January 13, 2011
 

10:30 AM                    Challenges for Change - Corrections 
Andy Pallito, Commissioner, Department of Corrections

 

House Committee on Government Operations
Wednesday, January 12, 2011
8:00 AM                      Committee on Government Accountability 
                                    Reps. Sweaney and Evans
House Committee on Health Care
Thursday, January 13, 2011
8:45 AM                      History of Healthcare Reform Efforts 
                                    Joint with Senate Health & Welfare. Room 10.
Susan Besio, Director, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA)

Jennifer Carbee, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council

 
House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, January 11, 2011 

2:30 PM                       Introduction to State Government Agency of Human Services 
Doug Racine, Secretary, Agency of Human Services

3:30 PM                       Medicaid 101 and Global Commitment 
Nolan Langweil, Fiscal Analyst, Joint Fiscal Office

Wednesday, January 12, 2011
10:30 AM                    Challenges for Change January Report 
Patrick Flood, Deputy Secretary, Agency of Human Services

1:15 PM                       Mental Health and Substance Abuse Under the New Administration 
Christine Oliver, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health, Vermont Department of Health

Barbara Cimaglio, Deputy Commissioner, ADAP

Floyd Nease, Executive Director, Vermont Association for Mental Health

Patty McCarthy, M.S., Friends of Recovery

Katina Cummings, Executive Director, NAMI VT

Julie Tessler, Director, Vermont Council of Developmental and Mental Health Services

2:45 PM                       Break 
 

Thursday, January 13, 2011
9:00 AM                      FY2011 Governor's Recommend Budget Adjustment - Human Services Sections 
Stephanie Barrett, Associate Fiscal Officer, Joint Fiscal Office

Matt Riven, Director of Budget and Management, Department of Finance & Management

Friday, January 14, 2011
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.    H. 1 - An act relating to challenges for change outcomes for persons with disabilities
                                    Mark-Up and Possible Vote
Sarah Lauderville, Executive Director, Vermont Center for Independent Living

 

3:00 PM                       Adjourn 
 
 
Senate Committee on Appropriations
Tuesday, January 11, 2011
1:00 PM                       Governor's Proposed FY2011 Budget Adjustment 
                                    Overview
James Reardon, Commissioner, Department of Finance & Management

Wednesday, January 12, 2011
3:00 PM                       Governor's Proposed FY2011 Budget Adjustment 
                                    Agency of Human Services--Overview & Central Office
Doug Racine, Secretary, Agency of Human Services

Jim Giffin, Agency of Human Services

 

3:45 PM                       Governor's Proposed FY2011 Budget Adjustment 
                                    To Be Scheduled
 

Friday, January 14, 2011
1:00 PM                       Emergency Board Meeting 
                                    (Governor's State House Office)
 

Senate Committee on Health and Welfare
Wednesday, January 12, 2011  ROOM 11, Joint meeting with House Healthcare
8:45 AM                      Medicaid Overview/Catamount Funding and Revenues 
Nolan Langweil, Fiscal Analyst, Joint Fiscal Office

Susan Besio, Commissioner, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA)

Thursday, January 13, 2011  ROOM 11, Joint meeting with House Healthcare
8:45 AM                      History of Healthcare Reform Efforts 
Jennifer Carbee, Legislative Counsel, Office of Legislative Council

Susan Besio, Director, Department of Vermont 

 
Senate Committee on Judiciary
Thursday, January 13, 2011
10:00 a.m.                    Justice Reinvestment 
Sen. Dick Sears, Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee

Michele Childs, Legislative Counsel, Legislative Council

12:00 p.m.                    Adjourn 
 

 For more information or to take action:
        Legislative home page: http://www.leg.state.vt.us
        Sergeant-at-Arms Office: (802) 828-2228 or (800) 322-5616
        State House fax (to reach any member): (802) 828-2424
        State House mailing address (to reach any member):      
                                    Your Legislator
                                    State House
                                    115 State Street, Drawer 33
                                    Montpelier, VT  05633-5501
        Email, home address and phone: Legislators' email addresses and home contacts may be found on the Legislature home page at http://www.leg.state.vt.us
        Governor Peter Shumlin (802) 649-6825 or http://governor.vermont.gov/
The purpose of the legislative update is to inform individuals who are interested in developmental, mental health and substance abuse services about legislative advocacy, policy development and activities that occur in the State Legislature. The Vermont Council is a non-profit trade association whose membership consists of 16 designated developmental and mental health agencies.
For further information contact Julie Tessler at (802) 223-1773 or email julie@vtcouncil.org
