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Legislative Update for February 1, 2011

Mental Health Advocacy Day will not be Snowed Out

In spite of the impending snow storm Mental Health Advocacy Day will still move forward.  For those who choose not to brave the snow and difficult driving conditions there are very effective options to advocate to your legislators.

You can call your legislators at the Sergeant-at-Arms office at the State House at 828-2231 to leave messages or you can locate email addresses and home phone numbers by going to:  www.leg.state.vt.us/legdir/LegDirMain.cfm.  
Your communication should be about your personal perspective on the value of developmental, mental health and/or substance abuse service.  Tell about your experience as a consumer, staff, board member, family member and what your concerns about further budget cuts are.
For those still intending to join together at the State House, we encourage you to:
1.  Carpool as much as possible and drive safely!
2.  Remind your fellow travelers that all scheduled Advocacy Day events will officially be over at 12:00 noon (the press conference being the last event of the morning).  It is possible to use lunch time to meet with legislators. You can also leave a written message for legislators informing them that you were present for Mental Health Advocacy Day and to please support the Coalition Agenda, including sustaining funding designated agencies.

Shuttle Service Parking: Off of Exit 8 (Montpelier) follow Memorial Drive. Go through the first light where you would turn to go to National Life (light will either be blinking or going from red to green depending on the time of day). After you’ve gone through that light you will see Green Mountain Drive and the Department of Labor building on the left; park in the large back lot of the Department of Labor. The shuttle bus picks people up 3 times an hour at this parking lot, starting at 7:30 AM – 7:30 AM, 7:50 AM, 8:10 AM, 8:30 AM, 8:50 AM, 9:10 AM, etc. After dropping people off at the State House, the shuttle returns to the Department of Labor parking lot every 20 minutes throughout the day. Taking the shuttle is far easier than finding a parking space on State Street. Those going by shuttle enter the State House through the West Door which is at the top of Governor Aiken Avenue. Take the elevator to the 2nd Floor Cafeteria.

Handicap Accessible Entrance: Go up Governor Aiken Avenue off of State Street (beside the State House); you will see a barrier and gate; ask the attendant to let you drive in to assist a person who needs to use the accessible entrance. There is an elevator in the building; go to the 2nd floor to get to the Cafeteria. 
Governor Proposes 5% Cut to Developmental and Mental Health Services

The Governor is projecting a state budget shortfall of $176 million for fiscal year 2012.  There aren’t any expected savings from Challenges for Change.  The Agency of Human Services proposed reduction is $110 million.  

For Designated Agencies the proposed reduction is $4.6 million in general funds which is equivalent to $11.5 million in total funds.  This represents a 5% reduction in funding. The 5% reduction for developmental services will be achieved by eliminating funding to meet the demand for new caseload which is generally about $7 million per year.  
There is no reduction proposed for substance abuse services, except for the elimination of Student Assistance Professionals (SAP) in the schools.  Some of these individuals are employed by designated agencies.  Additionally, $300,000 will be invested into methadone treatment.  
The Governor is proposing to invest $1 million into programs to reduce recidivism in corrections, but it is unclear if any of those funds will be directed to designated agencies.

Health Care Committees Receives Update on DVHA Health Financing Work

Richard Shlusky, MD the Director of payment reform presented to the House Human Services Committee and the Senate Health and Welfare Committee about his work to develop a health care payment reform model.  The primary goal is to evaluate payment options to create value-based incentives instead of volume-based incentives.  Payment reform and delivery of services can not be separated he noted.

The plan is to pilot models to manage regional costs, improve outcomes and provide a positive health care experience.  The pilots are organized around primary care providers and in alignment for the blue print for health. The Department of Health Access (DVHA) must align health information technology (HIT) planning and federal laws.  Care will be coordinated through local providers and include Medicaid, Medicare and all other payers. To simplify the reimbursement system they are looking at per member per month payments or global budgets.  Their first report is due out on February 1st. 
Representative Fisher Reports on Mental Health Oversight Committee (MHOC)
Representative Mike Fisher, as Chair of the MHOC, thought it would be appropriate to go out to designated agencies to change focus from Vermont State Hospital to community services.  The Committee went to Brattleboro, Rutland, St Johnsbury and Burlington.  The goal was to change our view.  The witness list includes many people who do not normally make it to Montpelier including police, business people etc.  
Community local government wants to be sure that we have the services that meet the needs.  It’s a failure when the police are the ones to intervene when people have mental health crises.  Police are the wrong tool, expensive and not therapeutic.
As the State cuts back on mental health funding we will have less and less ability to support community needs.  The true experts are in the community doing the work, innovative work every day, for example, the police social work program meets needs and saves money.  Representative Fisher said, “I am proud of the work being done every day in the communities.”
This all fits under the context of how to do more with less. Rep Donahue added, “When the state under funds mental health services it doesn’t just shift the costs, it adds to the costs.” Mike Fisher agreed that emergency room physicians testified on the stress they experienced in serving the mental health needs.

Representative Fisher explained that Designated Agencies (DAs) vary from each other in their ability to meet the needs of people in their communities.  The report, with recommendations, is available on line.
House Corrections and Institutions Learns about the Tri-Branch Task Force
Patrick Flood Deputy Secretary Described the work of the Tri-branch Task Force and the Criminal Justice Core Team (CJC).  The taskforce is co-chaired by the Supreme Court Justice Reiber, AHS Secretary Racine and Representative Emmons.  The goal is to comprehensive meet the needs of the incarcerated population and those at-risk of incarceration. The CJC team is working to develop a unified service system using the sequential intercept model as a foundation. That model calls for intervening at any point along the law enforcement, judiciary and correctional service continuum to reduce incarceration and address service needs.  This can be summarized as providing the right service, at the right time, at the right place. 
The Committee had a strong interest in understanding the level of services available in the different geographic regions in the State. They were told that the mapping of continuum of services will take many months, but the initial stage of mapping four communities: Chittenden, Washington, Rutland and Windsor, will be ready sooner, as will the initial report of the CJC. 

Patrick Flood highlighted the work of Health Care and Rehabilitation Services and the HowardCenter.  He also spoke highly of the work of all DA’s in implementing the SFI initiative to met the needs of inmates being released who have severe functional impairments.  He spoke about implementing the RANT to measure criminal behavior risk and service needs.
Senate Health and Welfare Meets Commissioner Wehry

Susan Wehry introduced herself to the Committee sharing her background and mentioned her work as the director of the Crisis Services director of the Howard Center.  She worked for the state on a mental health and aging initiative at DAIL.  In 2003 she assisted on the recertification of VSH. In DOC she served as health services director from 2005-2007 and learned about how to build lasting systems.  Then she went into consulting on mental health and aging issues. She said, “I am confident on all things aging.”  She went on to mention that her earliest advocacy was on developmental disabilities and she studied special education. “I feel positioned to listen and learn about developmental disabilities” she added.
In relation to developmental services she said, “I am grappling with the fiscal constraints, we have ideal of person-center, services.  I do not now have understanding that the money we are spending is achieving our goals for that population.”  She reported that DAIL is working on a new 3-year plan for the DS population

The Committee was told “We have very real fiscal pressures.  I feel in harmony with the Governors notion of making tough choices and look forward to time when we will have the opportunity to do more.”
She went on to say, “In the developmental disabilities world, they say we are innovative.  I have challenged my team and developmental disability community to refuse to rest on their laurels.  I know the talent resides there, but I don’t think that we have tapped it.” She continued, “I think we can pull in our younger population to use their tools not ours.  We are looking at ways to use technology in new ways, including social marketing.  I am interested in how communities create themselves.”    

Senator Pollina wants to ensure that developmental disability services are as family friendly as they should be.  The Senator would also like to respond to constituents’ interest in adjusting language in the state statutes to make it person first.  Commissioner Wehry said that she agrees and sees that people often have to accept labels to gain access to services. She said, “When we focus on categories, it numbs us to thinking about people.  I don’t know how we legislate language.  I don’t think it would help people have greater awareness:”
This week’s schedule

House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, February 1, 2011
10:00 AM                    FLOOR 
15 Minutes after House adj.      Integrated Family Services 
                                    (Challenges for Change Initiative)
Melissa Bailey, Department of Mental Health

Suzanne Santarcangelo, Agency of Human Services

3:10 PM                       H. 129 - An act relating to advanced practice registered nurses and mental health treatment
Rep. Ann Pugh, Sponsor

3:20 PM                       Other Bills Expected this Session 
Wednesday, February 02, 2011
10:00 AM                    Mental Health Advocacy Day - Well of the House 
                                    Joint Hearing with Senate Health and Welfare 
Floyd Nease, Executive Director, Vermont Association for Mental Health

Katina Cummings, Executive Director, NAMI VT

Citizens Consumers

1:15 – 2:30 PM                       Update on Challenges for Change Initiatives 
Christine Oliver, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health

Friday, February 04, 2011
9:30 AM                      FLOOR 
15 Minutes after House Adj.     Agency of Human Services Information Technology - Room 10 
                                    Joint Hearing with House Corrections and Institutions
Patrick Flood, Deputy Secretary, Agency of Human Services

Hunt Blair, Director of Health Care Reform, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA)

Senate Committee on Health and Welfare
Tuesday, February 1, 2011
10:30 AM                    Confirmation of Governor's Appointment 
Doug Racine, Secretary, Agency of Human Services

11:00 AM                    Legislative priorities 
Doug Racine, Secretary, Agency of Human Services

Wednesday, February 02, 2011
8:30 AM                      Confirmation of Governor's Appointment 
Christine Oliver, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health

9:00 AM                      Legislative priorities 
Christine Oliver, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health

9:45 AM                      Break 
10:00 AM                    Mental Health Advocacy Day - House Chambers 
Floyd Nease, Executive Director, Vermont Association for Mental Health

11:30 AM                    Mental Health Advocacy Day Room 17
Julie Tessler, Director, Vermont Council of Developmental and Mental Health Services

Friday, February 04, 2011
 9:00 AM                      Health Information Technology/Health Information Exchange 
Hunt Blair, Director of Health Care Reform, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA)

10:00 AM                    Act 128 Payment Reform Study Joint meeting with House Health Car, Room 11
Richard Slusky, Director of Payment Reform, Department of Vermont Health Access (DVHA)

Senate Committee on Judiciary
Tuesday, February 1, 2011
10:30 a.m.                    S. 16 - An act relating to confidentiality of cases accepted by the court diversion project
Matthew Valerio, Defender General, Defender General's Office

James Mongeon, Executive Director, Department of State's Attorneys and Sheriffs

Wednesday, February 02, 2011
9:00 a.m.                      Justice Reinvestment 
Chris Louras, Mayor, Rutland City

10:45 a.m.                    Justice Reinvestment 
                                    War on Recidivism - Administration Plan
Andy Pallito, Commissioner, Department of Corrections

Susan Bartlett, Special Assistant to the Governor

Thursday, February 03, 2011
9:00 a.m.                      Justice Reinvestment 
                                    9:00 a.m. leave the State House; Committee will meet at the Probabtion and Parole Office, Barre, Vermont
Andy Pallito, Commissioner, Department of Corrections

11:30 a.m.                    Justice Reinvestment 
                                    11:30 a.m. return to the State House
Senate Committee on Appropriations
Tuesday, February 01, 2011
1:30 PM                       Governor's Proposed FY 2012 State Budget 
                                    Administration Overview; Secretary's Office; Finance & Management
Jeb Spaulding, Secretary of Administration, Agency of Administration

James Reardon, Commissioner, Department of Finance & Management

3:00 PM                       Break 
 For more information or to take action:
(        Legislative home page: http://www.leg.state.vt.us
(        Sergeant-at-Arms Office: (802) 828-2228 or (800) 322-5616
(        State House fax (to reach any member): (802) 828-2424
(        State House mailing address (to reach any member):      
                                    Your Legislator
                                    State House
                                    115 State Street, Drawer 33
                                    Montpelier, VT  05633-5501
(        Email, home address and phone: Legislators' email addresses and home contacts may be found on the Legislature home page at http://www.leg.state.vt.us
(        Governor Peter Shumlin (802) 828-3333 or http://governor.vermont.gov/
The purpose of the legislative update is to inform individuals who are interested in developmental, mental health and substance abuse services about legislative advocacy, policy development and activities that occur in the State Legislature. The Vermont Council is a non-profit trade association whose membership consists of 16 designated developmental and mental health agencies.
For further information contact Julie Tessler at (802) 223-1773 or email julie@vtcouncil.org
