Vermont Council of
Developmental and Mental Health Services

Legislative Update for April 20, 2010

Challenges for Change Passes House of Representatives

After much debate and controversy the Challenges for Change legislation passed the House of Representatives. You may look up how your representatives voted in the House Journal for April 15th on the legislative web site www.leg.state.vt.us .

Two amendments which passed are particularly cogent to developmental and mental health services.
1. The House amended the bill by calling for a special session in July to approve the full $38 million in savings, if that amount of savings is not agreed upon before the regular session ends. The goal would be to enhance legislative oversight of the $38 million in savings called for in the Challenges for Change original legislation, because the current proposal from the Administration is short by about $20 million.  Many legislators do not want to give the Administration the opportunity to make additional reductions required to meet the savings goal without their approval. The Senate will not want to have a summer session, due to campaign finance restrictions that would ensue.  Therefore the Senate will need to: identify the additional savings; find funds to fill the gap; allow the Administrations more flexibility to find the additional savings; or find an alternative option for legislative collaboration and/or oversight for the continued implementation of the initiatives.

2. The House Human Services amendment was passed which requires stakeholder engagement in planning challenges initiatives and requires that the House Human Service Committee and Senate Health and Welfare Committee review the proposals.  AHS is prohibited from presenting proposals that fail to meet one or more of the desired outcomes of challenges. Specific language in the billl delays cutting DS consumer services until March 15, delays implementation of the 1-800 crisis line until March 15, reduces CIS to 3 pilots, allows changes in who can sign treatment plans, allows DH-type services for elders and people with disabilities, and clarifies use of state designation reviews in relation to federal accreditation. Please note that the House Human Services Committee was discouraged from having a “no” list. The “don’t move forward before March 15th list” is the equivalent, because the legislature will be back in session in January and can assert its authority through the budget adjustment act at that point.  The Council will pursue edits to strengthen the language; we will request additional language on the proposal to reduce funding and consolidate adult mental health services.  See the attached amendment.
The Council is continuing our discussions with the legislative leadership about the July 1 budget shortfall projected for designated agencies if the original challenges for change savings targets for fiscal year 2011 are implemented.
This week’s schedule 
Senate Committee on Appropriations
Monday, April 19, 2010
1:30 PM                       H. 789 - An act making appropriations for the support of government
                                    Committee Discussion/Mark up
Tuesday, April 20, 2010
1:00 PM                       H. 789 - An act making appropriations for the support of government
Wednesday, April 21, 2010
1:00 PM                       To Be Scheduled 
Thursday, April 22, 2010
1:00 PM                       To Be Scheduled 
Friday, April 23, 2010
1:00 PM                       To Be Scheduled 
 
House Committee on Corrections and Institutions
Tuesday, April 20, 2010
10:00 AM                    FLOOR 
15 min. after Floor        H. 792 - An act relating to implementation of challenges for change
                                    Walk Through of H.792 version drafted by House Judiciary Committee
Michele Childs, Legislative Counsel, Legislative Council

3:00 PM                      H. 611 - establishing a public inebriate program
Delores Burroughs-Biron MD, Health Services Director, Department of Corrections
Joint Legislative Government Accountability Committee 
Wednesday April 21
8:00 AM


No agenda posted
 

For more information or to take action:
        Legislative home page: http://www.leg.state.vt.us
        Sergeant-at-Arms Office: (802) 828-2228 or (800) 322-5616
        State House fax (to reach any member): (802) 828-2424
        State House mailing address (to reach any member):      
                                    Your Legislator
                                    State House
                                    115 State Street, Drawer 33
                                    Montpelier, VT  05633-5501
        Email, home address and phone: Legislators' email addresses and home             contacts may be found on the Legislature home page at http://www.leg.state.vt.us
        Governor Jim Douglas (802) 649-6825 or http://governor.vermont.gov/
The purpose of the legislative update is to inform individuals who are interested in developmental, mental health and substance abuse services about legislative advocacy, policy development and activities that occur in the State Legislature. The Vermont Council is a non-profit trade association whose membership consists of 16 designated developmental and mental health agencies.
For further information contact Julie Tessler at (802) 223-1773 or email julie@vtcouncil.org
