Vermont Council of
Developmental and Mental Health Services

Legislative Update for March 30, 2010

House Passes Budget in spite of Concerns about Challenges and VSH Certification Denial

The House of Representatives passed a budget in spite of late breaking news about the VSH and concerns about the Challenges for Change initiative.  This leaves the Senate to close the funding short fall and incorporate any adjustments that will need to be made in relation to the $38 million in savings called for in challenges.

For specific details on the budget please contact Julie Tessler at the Council.

Senate Appropriations Committee Receives Testimony on the Human Services Budget

All last week the Senate Appropriations Committee interspersed testimony from the leadership of the Agency of Human Services with testimony from advocates.  The testimony from the Commissioners was the same as what they presented to the House Appropriations Committee.  Advocates were frequently in support of the choices to restore funding made by the House. The Council gave our support to the restoration of funding for targeted case management and flexible family funding.  
The Committee chose not to take testimony related to the Challenges. Several Advocates including Ed Paquin of Vermont Disability Rights, Anne Bakeman and Betty Milizia managed to emphasize the need for adequate funding for DS services rather than a need for system redesign.  They also called for an inclusive planning process.

Michael Hartman announced that CMS has declined the application for certification of VSH.  It is possible to reapply through a specific process and CMS suggested that they hire a consultant to assist them in preparing for any future reviews.

Michael gave a broad overview of the idea of combining adult mental health programs to the committee.  He said that a fourth tier could be added to the three payment tiers in CRT for the outpatient population.  He believes the Blueprint and FQHC’s will also provide opportunities to achieve an integrated approach and improve access to mental health care.  He was clear that a 5% savings could not be achieve without some people losing services or seeing changes in their services.
Julie Tessler testified that the major budgetary concern for designated agencies revolves around the challenges initiative and that agencies are in a difficult position in preparing budgets for July 1st without greater clarity on the process and budgetary outcomes. Senator Bartlett responded that the House Appropriations Committee will consider Challenges first.  On Tuesday and Wednesday the House Human Services Committee will take testimony and then provide feedback to the House Appropriations Committee.

The Council has been meeting with legislatures, including the leadership, to share our concerns.  After the Administration presents it Challenges Plan the Council will share our perspective more publicly.

Discussions on Futures Continue

The Senate Institutions Committee took testimony from Deputy Commissioner Beth Tanzman on the futures plan.  She told them that the House Human Services Committee has endorsed the development of the Secure Residential Residence and asked them to do the same.  The Committee was also asked for guidance about whether they would prefer that the Department of Mental Health work with multiple community hospitals or plan for the construction of one state hospital.

During the Committee discussion Beth agreed that the work can be done in phases, but that DMH is required to resubmit a revised master plan before moving forward with the secure residential residence.  There was also a discussion about the need to close inpatient beds at VSH once the secure residential residence opens.

This week’s schedule….

Joint Legislative Government Accountability Committee 
Tuesday, March 30, 2010
12:00 P.M.


Challenges for Change Presentation

House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 30, 2010 

3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.    Overview of Challenges (Broad Overview) 
Robert Hofmann, Secretary, Agency of Human Services

Patrick Flood, Deputy Secretary, Agency of Human Services

Wednesday, March 31, 2010
9:00 AM - 12:00 NOON         Challenges for Change Specifics: 
9:00 AM - 9:45 AM     

                                          1.  Redesign delivery of services to be more efficient, interconnected    and targeted
9:45 AM - 10:30 AM   

                                          2.   Maintain or improve services for elders & individuals with disabilities by redesigning how support services are provided   and by allowing family members who deserve to be caregivers to  provide part of the services
10:30 AM - 10:45 AM 15 Minute Break 
10:45 AM - 11:30 AM 

                                     3.   Redesign grants & contracts (payments methods) made by Agency of Human Services to service providers
11:30 AM - 12:00 NOON 

                                          4.   Outcome based contracting with CMH
Thursday, April 01, 2010
9:00 AM - 12:00 NOON         Response/Input from Providers and Consumers 
Lee Lauber, Executive Director, Family Center of Washington County

Kathleen Holsopple, Executive Director, Vermont Federation of Families for Children's Mental Health

Julie Tessler, Director, Vermont Council of Developmental and Mental Health Services

Kay Van Woert, Vermont Family Network

Ken Libertoff, Director, Vermont Association for Mental Health

--- ---, COVE

--- ---, Area Agencies on Aging

Linda Corey, Executive Director, Vermont Psychiatric Survivors

Peter Cobb, Director, Vermont Assembly of Home Health

--- ---, NAMI VT

Michael Benvenuto, Director, COVE, Vermont Senior Citizen Law Project

Capt. Michael E. Schirling, Burlington Police Department

--- ---, Adult Day

--- ---, Substance Abuse Facilities

--- ---, Family Centers

12:00 PM                     Lunch 
 

For more information or to take action:
        Legislative home page: http://www.leg.state.vt.us
        Sergeant-at-Arms Office: (802) 828-2228 or (800) 322-5616
        State House fax (to reach any member): (802) 828-2424
        State House mailing address (to reach any member):      
                                    Your Legislator
                                    State House
                                    115 State Street, Drawer 33
                                    Montpelier, VT  05633-5501
        Email, home address and phone: Legislators' email addresses and home             contacts may be found on the Legislature home page at http://www.leg.state.vt.us
        Governor Jim Douglas (802) 649-6825 or http://governor.vermont.gov/
The purpose of the legislative update is to inform individuals who are interested in developmental, mental health and substance abuse services about legislative advocacy, policy development and activities that occur in the State Legislature. The Vermont Council is a non-profit trade association whose membership consists of 16 designated developmental and mental health agencies.
For further information contact Julie Tessler at (802) 223-1773 or email julie@vtcouncil.org






