THE VERMONT COUNCIL OF DEVELOPMENTAL AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FOR MAY 6, 2009

Legislature Strives to Achieve Adjournment with the Budget Front and Center
The Conference Committee on the Appropriations Bill has been meeting to work through differences on the House and Senate versions of the Appropriations Bill.  At the same time the legislative leadership has been conferencing and negotiating the larger picture of how to balance spending reductions, revenue increases and the transfer of general fund to the education fund.  At this time the larger agreement has not been worked out, so the final budget negotiations are limited until a spending target is agreed upon.
As of last Friday the legislative leadership and the budget conferees have identified $16 million in additional cuts.  Flexible Family Funding is cut by $75,800 in general funds/ $250,000 in total funds which will reduce family allocations from $1,300 to $1,000.  The developmental services graduate fund is cut by $290,882 in general fund/$959,373 in total funds (about ½ of the appropriation).  They have already shaken hands on these reductions, so further advocacy would be fruitless.

Funding decisions that have not been finalized include:

· Across the board reductions in Medicaid rates and grants.  The Governor proposed 4%, the House proposed zero and the Senate proposed 2% reductions.

· The Senate proposal to appropriate $750,000 for the Chittenden County substance abuse pilot program.  These funds would come from the existing ADAP appropriation.

· The Senate proposal to reduce Vermont State Hospital funding by 2% and transfer the funds to the community mental health appropriation.  This would result in a $1 million increase in funding to community programs.
· The Senate proposal to expand the Blueprint statewide.  They propose adding $1 million to the Blueprint to expand of elements of the Blueprint model to additional hospital service areas. They had looked at using the immunization program funds, but withdrew that proposal.
The goal is to finalize the budget proposal by mid-week to end the session on Friday or Saturday. 
Capital Bill Goes to Conference

The Capital Bill as passed by the House and Senate has a number of differences which need to be resolved in conference. The language on the Vermont State Hospital, Rutland Regional Medical Center and the secure residential facility is being negotiated.

S. 2 On Protections for Functionally Impaired Offenders Passes the Legislature 

The Senate concurred with the House version of S.2 and it is now ready for the Governor’s signature.  Last week the House Human Services Committee added the words “trauma informed” in reference to screening new inmates, otherwise the version passed by the House Corrections and Institutions is the final version. Based on testimony from Bob Wolford, the bill references best practices instead of national correctional standards. The reporting section has been modified to require segregation reports monthly for people with severe functional impairments (SFI), with an annual report on "individuals receiving mental health services" and gives the Corrections Oversight Committee the ability to request other information, as needed.  The last section has been changed to refer to an Agency of Human Services work group on integration of services for people with SFI that will include representation from the judiciary and community agencies. Advocates are not referenced, but are likely to be included by Patrick Flood who will be leading the group. The Council and designated agencies will play an active role on the work group.
For more information or to take action:

· Legislative home page: http://www.leg.state.vt.us

· Sergeant-at-Arms Office: (802) 828-2228 or (800) 322-5616

· State House fax (to reach any member): (802) 828-2424

· State House mailing address (to reach any member):





Your Legislator




State House




115 State Street, Drawer 33




Montpelier, VT  05633-5501

· Email, email, home address and phone: Legislators' email addresses and home contacts may be found on the Legislature home page at http://www.leg.state.vt.us

· Governor Jim Douglas (802) 649-6825 or http://www.vermont.gov/governo

The purpose of the legislative update is to inform individuals who are interested in developmental, mental health and substance abuse services about legislative advocacy, policy development and activities that occur in the State Legislature. The Vermont 

Council is a non-profit trade association whose membership consists of 16 designated developmental and mental health agencies. 

